
TRUSTS

1300 133 472 
eqt.com.au



WHAT IS A TRUST?

WHY APPOINT  
EQUITY TRUSTEES?

WHAT IS A TRUSTEE?

A trust is an ownership structure that allows assets to be 
held in name of one person or organisation (the trustee) 
for the benefit of others (the beneficiaries).

As the person creating the trust, you can nominate 
any number of beneficiaries and how the trust assets 
should be used. For example, to provide income 
for beneficiaries, or to be sold off and the proceeds 
distributed when your children reach a specified age.
Trusts can offer tax planning advantages as well as some 
degree of asset protection.

Trust administration is complex and the duties of 
trustees can be onerous. Your trustee has a fiduciary 
responsibility to your beneficiaries.

By appointing Equity Trustees you are engaging with a 
company licensed to provide trustee services. As such 
we adhere to ASIC standards of maintaining corporate 
governance, capital requirements, insurance, separation 
of corporate and client assets, and statutory duties 
of care.

A trustee is a person, or company, who, as the legal 
owner of the trust assets, manages the trust, acting in 
the best interests of the beneficiaries. Trustees have 
a duty to carry out the terms of the trust, act in the 
interests of all the beneficiaries and avoid conflicts of 
interest. Above all else, a trustee must be impartial and 
prudent. Other duties of a trustee include:

• A duty to invest trust property or funds
• A duty to act impartially and without favouring any 

particular beneficiary
• A duty to invest prudently.

Equity Trustees 
was established to 
perform the duties 
of trustee and 
executor. We have 
acted as trustee 
for thousands of 
Australians for more 
than a century.

CREATING YOUR LEGACY… 
SAFEGUARDING YOUR ASSETS



EQUITY TRUSTEE AS TRUSTEE

IS A TRUST FOR ME?

TYPES OF TRUSTS

Every trust that we manage has a dedicated trust manager. It is the trust manager’s 
responsibility to manage the day-to-day administration of the trust, including building 
relationships with beneficiaries.

To ensure objectivity and impartiality, and integrity, all significant discretionary 
decision making is undertaken at a committee level. Our committees comprise a 
cross-section of highly knowledgeable and experienced senior staff.

Our investment philosophy is prudent with long-term growth objectives. We 
ensure that trust assets are managed in the beneficiary circumstances; the need for 
diversification and assuming the appropriate level of risk within a portfolio; and the 
taxation implications of the portfolio.

The performance of our trustee functions is supported by the expertise of our 
in-house investment advisory team, tax team, property manager, and a number 
of lawyers and other individuals with decades of experience in trust and estate 
management.

There are many different reasons to establish a trust.

• Do you have a family member who is unable to manage their own affairs due to 
youth, intellectual impairment or addiction?

• Do you have a family member who is at risk of divorce, bankruptcy or litigation?
• Are you part of a blended family?
• Are you interested in tax savings for beneficiaries?
• Would you like to support charitable causes now or as part of your estate?
If you answered YES to any of the questions above, we recommend seeking Trust advice.

There are many different types of trusts that Equity Trustees can establish and manage 
for you. Each serves a different purpose. They include:

• Inter vivos, including family trusts
• Testamentary trusts
• Special disability trusts
• Minor’s trusts.
We are also able to accept court appointments as the administrator of compensation 
funds for persons under a legal disability.
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POWERS OF ATTORNEY?
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WHO IS EQUITY TRUSTEES?
Equity Trustees was established in 1888 for the purpose of 
providing independent and impartial trustee and executor 
services to help families throughout Australia protect 
their wealth. As one of Australia’s largest and oldest listed 
independent trustees, we offer a diverse range of services 
to individuals, families and corporate clients including 
asset management, financial advice, estate planning and 
philanthropic services.
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Equity Trustees is a 
Principal Partner of 
The Royal Children’s 
Hospital, supporting 
its 150th anniversary 
in 2020.


